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UPCOMING EVENTS

The Epiphany i January 6th

8:00/9:15/10:30 Holy Eucharist
4:30 Celebration of New Ministry

and Gala Dinner (RSVP Required)

All Saints Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 27th
12 PM in Seccombe Hall

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Tuesday, February 5th
5:30 PM in Seccombe Hall

Ash Wednesday Services
Wednesday, February 6th
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What went through the minds of the Magi, as they gazed
into heaven and saw an unfamiliar star? What was it about
the star that stirred their imaginations? As they spoke
about following that star and making a perilous journey to
some unspecified destination, did they wonder whether
they were going mad? Can we imagine the comments or
looks they received from family and friends?

Despite the risks of leaving the comfort of home, the star
awakened a desire that they could not ignore. Like a holy
magnet, it drew these stargazers beyond the known. It
beckoned to them. The light of that star sparked a divine
longing that called them to follow. They understood the
star to be a sign and a summons, and thus they gathered
gifts of great value and ventured forth, despite all risk and
discomfort.

T. S. Eliot imaginatively captured the sacrifice these sages

made in order to follow God?d
of Journey of the Magi.
O0A cold coming we had of

Just the worst time of the year

For a journey, and such a long journey:

The ways deep and the weather sharp,

The very dead of winter.o

On January 6th we remember the faithfulness of the Magi in
following the cosmic sign of the star. Theirs was a faithful-
ness mingled with the spice of adventure. On this Feast of
the Epiphany, we celebrate G
low, to behold, to obey, to worship and to offer gifts. We
observe the light of Christ on the Epiphany and throughout

the season of Epiphany, which continues through January
and concludes on Ash Wednesday. On the final Sunday of
Epiphany we hear the story of the Transfiguration, when the
light radiated through the very skin of Jesus.
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(Continued from page 1)
Like the Magi, we are invited to follow the star of
Jesus Christ. God calls us individually to grow and

of old by bring the gift of ourselves. We will
bow down and worship the Savior. Perhaps we
will hear the angels singing Glory to God in the

to serve. God also calls All Saints to follow the i Highest.

light of Christ toward tihe horizon of Godds future.
The Celebration of New Ministry on the Epiphany . In Christ, Fr. Rick+

marks our leaving behind the comfort of the

known and making a journey of faith that will bring

us to a realization of Go@_@ugﬂmm@mﬂ_rﬁye.

At the farthest point of§ Itish&t abMiangei 6 s j our ney, the st
stopped over Bethlehem and they found the new- It is not about you.

born king, lying in a manger. They knelt before It is not even about us.

him, paying homage. They opened their hearts It is all about Jesus Christ,

and reverently offered him gifts. In this way, they in and through the Church.

witnessed to the meaning of Jesusd birth. The won-
der and deep satisfaction made the journey worth- + + +

while. They returned home, rejoicing.

This month we start the journey God sets before
us. With Daniel, Patricia and me as your spiritual
leaders, with the parish staff and with all of us, in-
cluding the new members who will join us along
the way, we undertake our journey of faith. We
will make this journey of discovery by being in
conversation with our companions at the Day
School By sharing
will listen and, | trust, hear a message from the
Holy Spirit.

The first question we will ask, as we begin this
journey, concerns God(")s§
Parish: why is it pleasing to God that All Saints Par- :

our |s2008suelgetpdnd Idloahdnd to thigaala ang

ALL SAINTS ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Al l Saintsd Annual Parish N
day, January 27" at 12 PM. There will be a pot-

luck lunch in Seccombe Hall, with the meeting to

follow. This important gathering of the church

membership is an opportunity to review the ac-
complishments of 2007, hear a report on the

we
projects for the coming year. It is also the time

to elect members to our Vestry and our delega-

tion to Diocesan Convention. If you would like to

be nominated for either of these leadership bod-

ipaug ,p osre hfaovre Abt aiSme dhtEser mi
name forward, please contact Sherry Shollen-

i sh exists? What i s Go d targep(forthe vests) off Dennis Sharp abéuet i ni ng
this parish? What i s oUrbeidgiaddlegage. r ai son doetre? Ho\
i s Godos purpose for us i nfor med by t he Day
School with whom we are in partnership? After- | The parish will provide beverages for the lunch;
ward, we will explore the future for All Saints that please bring food to share. If you would like
dwells in the heart of Christ. child care, please call the church office, 624 -
{3883, by January 20th. See you on the 27!
During the search process, | saw this same star- |
light shining over Carmel. This light caused meto | VESTRY ELECTIONS
accept the call to serve as your rector. | am hon-
ored to lead us in interpreting the sign of the ris- We will be electing new vestry members at our
ing star. | am excited to work with you to permit : parish meeting, on Sunday, January 27. You can
God to set the course of this journey of faith. We : nominate someone, but you need to ask that per-
will face the risks and uncertainty attendant on i sonbs permission first. Yo
such a journey. We wi | I t@nbrsirateybi.scover Godos faith-

fulness and grace. We will grow, mature and
deepen our faith. We will be surprised and in-
spired by Godds
which God is leading us. We will experience the
satisfaction of obedience and we will witness God
revitalizing this parish. We will emulate the sages
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Vestry members are elected to serve on the gov-

purpose %aé”wnihg BodrcEof thelpdrishifoR a thfde N-iedrttefny t O

This commitment involves monthly meetings that
usually last two hours. Vestry members partici-
(Continued on pag8)



pate in the life of the parish. They attend the
annual parish meeting and an annual vestry re-
treat. Itis possible, but unlikely, that addi-
tional special meetings will be called. Cur-
rently, many vestry members oversee a minis-
try, but Fr. Rick wants to move to a system in
which vestry members serve as liaisons and not
as committee chairpersons. Vestry members
might attend monthly committee meetings or
could serve as liaison by communicating with
the chairperson before or after a meeting.

As spiritual leaders, vestry members pray for
the parish. Vestry members also articulate the
vision and purpose or mission of the congrega-
tion. Vestry members help parishioners filter
their hopes and
presence and purpose. They also represent
the parish and its expression of the faith to the
public.

As leaders of the corporation, vestry members
are responsible for adopting and overseeing
the budget, making sure funds are raised, sala-
ries set, and insurance provided. They also
care for the buildings and grounds and attend
to other business details and concerns.

As partners with the rector and his staff, vestry
members form a team to promote and encour-
age the mission and ministry of All Saints.
Their position is one of giving strategic over-
sight and empowering others to accomplish the
ministry of the parish. They sometimes recruit
leaders for various committees. A vestry mem-
ber can remain involved in any area of parish
ministry, but this involvement is beyond the
scope of serving on the vestry.

Especially exciting for the incoming vestry will

be creating a strategic plan based on the

vision -building process that will take place in
2008. Fr. Rick will be recruiting a team of lead-
ers to engage the entire parish in discerning
Godds future for All Sa
process will result in affirming our mission or
purpose and art.i
future. Afterward, the vestry will participate in
establishing a strategic plan and setting goals
and target dates. After completing this dis-
cernment and planning process, we will launch
our visionary ministry with a celebration.
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concerns

culating§

NEW WINE FOR NEW WINESKINS

§ Our youth group recently served the | -HELP
dinner.

§ ol didnot realize that
bration was for adults

§ Pledges are up, praise God!
§ Both Christmas Eve congregations filled the
church.
§ Our Godly Play Sunday School begins on
January 13 and is offered every Sunday
at 10:30.

WOULD YOU LIKE THE PRIVILEGE
OF MAKING A VERY SPECIAL GIFT?

throu%h Christods
the fin

Recently, inance committee spoke about
our need to continue to attract new members.
One of the central ways All Saints attracts new
members is by the power and beauty of our
liturgy. When people experience the love of
Christ in our worship they want to return and,
in returning, they choose to join.

Music is central to our worship. Some say that
liturgy is 40% music. The accuracy of this
statement depends on which service you at-

tend, but it is certainly true of the 9:15 and

10:30 services. We have increased the amount
of music at 8:00 and | look forward to returning

music to the 5:30 service. And, of course, our
monthly Evensong is lifted on the wings of

many musical notes. Those of you who at-
tended our Christmas services can attest to the
importance of music in those liturgies.

The piano enhances our liturgies. Whether the
piano is played at one of our own services or
by an outside group for a service or a concert,
it directs our hearts toward God. While attend-
ing the Day School Christmas Lessons and Car-
ols last month, | was struck by the transcendent
beauty of the piano sound. The notes were so

n tclear and beaptgul that they almost gparkied.

Evrehasing this conceytgrand piano gn,hehalf

of the parish would be a lasting gift that would
help us offer reverence and praise to God.
Continuing to enjoy such a quality instrument
would also help us to grow. Please pray about
such an opportunity. If you would like more
information, feel free to contact me.

Fr. Rick+



LITURGICAL NOTES

Among the slight changes we have made in the
services is returning the Collect of the Day to the
celebrant. Although it is a rich and meaningful
experience to share the reciting of prayers in a
participatory fashion, certain prayers are speci-
fied to be spoken on behalf of the assembly by
one person. We do enjoy a liturgy with much ac-
tive participation by the entire congregation, with
responses and prayers especially written so that a
group can easily speak or sing them in unison.
The post-communion prayer is an example of
wording that is suited to group recitation. The
Collect of the Day is a succinct and poetic utter-
ance and, consequently, is not easily spoken in
unison. The word collect means words of prayer
collected and offered by one on behalf of all. We
all still actively pray by listening with an attentive
and devout heart, as we do in other parts of the
liturgy. Many of the collects were written in the
16™ century by Thomas Cranmer, the architect of
the Book of Common Prayer.

+ + +

WE GAVE OUR NEW BISHOP A GIFT
ON HER FIRST VISIT

On January 6" the wardens and leaders from the
Day School met Bishop Mary Gray -Reeves at the
door of the church and led the assembly in wel-
coming her as our new bishop. They also gave
her a gift on behalf of All Saints. Our gift to
Bishop Mary was a combined Prayer Book and
Hymnal that she can use throughout her tenure as
our bishop. It will be engraved with the words
0The Episcopal Di ocese
Bishop Mary is our third diocesan bishop, and
wherever she goes, she represents the entire dio-
cese.

A HEART -FELT THANKYOU

Many members contribute countless hours in
serving Christ through All Saints Parish, so it is
always awkward to single out a few from the
many. However, in the past weeks two members
extended themselves to an extraordinary degree.
The Rector asks you to join him in thanking Susan
Britton, who coordinated the decorating of the
church and Seccombe Hall, and Gwyn Romano,
who coordinated the reception after Advent Les-
sons and Carols, as well as the gala dinner.
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ALL SAI NTS6 DAY SCHOOL
Before its Christmas break the school was busy
with many fun yet serious endeavors. Like the
parish, the school community collected many
boxes of food and gifts to be taken to migrant
workers and their families.

The parish church was filled to capacity (and be-
yond) for the annual Christmas Lessons and Car-
ols. Each class performed and we all worshiped
God for the gift of the Christ Child.

The last chapel service of the year also featured
classes offering music and drama. The Grinch
made his annual appearance, to the delight of all
who attended.

YOUTH SERVICE TRIP P RESENTATION
JANUARY 18 ™

Next summer youth from across The Episcopal
Diocese of EI Camino Real will have the opportu-
nity to serve Native American populations in Ne-
vada through Sierra Service Project, http:/
Www.Sierraserviceproject.org Youth from All
Saints parish are organizing to participate and
students from All Saints Day School have been
invited to do so as well. The first trip, June 29-
July 5, is for high school youth, including those
who will be entering 9 ™ grade in the fall of 2008
and those graduating high school in the summer
of 2008. Experienced counselors from our Dio-
cese (including Bishop Mary Gray -Reeves and
Fr. Daniel Green) will accompany our youth and
other church youth groups will join us at the res-
ervation.

f'I'he Eelcondc%rﬁ),mjulg f4—1§, ?s%lbrénd }1e{/v Iop'— ©
portunity for Middle School students and is for
youth entering 6 ™ through 8™ grades in the fall.
This will be a smaller group and the program is
being specially crafted for participants from this
age group.

There will be a presentation on Friday, January
18" at 6 PM in Seccombe Hall with youth leaders
giving a presentation about Sierra Service Pro-
ject and answering questions about this sum-
mer 0s mi ssion trips.
served. Interested youth and their parents are
strongly encouraged to attend.

For more information or to RSVP, contact Father
Daniel at 624-3883, ext. 13 or
greenrev@sbcglobal.net .

N E


http://www.sierraserviceproject.org/
http://www.sierraserviceproject.org/
mailto:greenrev@sbcglobal.net

GODLY PLAY AND YOU
we will regularly set aside an entire session for

This month we will resume Godly Play as a weekly . response time. The session always concludes with
feature of our Sunday morning worship. One of . gathering again in a circle to pray and give thanks,
our upper -level classrooms (the one closest to the ‘ and to share a little ofeas
restroom) serves as a chiildrends sanctuary, where
we will gather at 10:30 each Sunday moming fora A generous donor has contributed resources to
time of wondering about the stories, symbols, and :  enable us to round out our collection of Godly Play
actions of the Christian people. Each week the i teaching materials, and meet the other expenses
children gather in a circle and are presented with Eoof restarting the program. What is really going to
a lesson using high -quality manipulatives that they . make it work, however, are you and me. | believe
can work with later that day on another occasion. f that Godly Play is the right place to begin to re-
These lessons are in different genres fi some are i i1 d Al | Saintsé ministri.ce
stories drawn from the Biblgfligs pBcdusd & the Nr&ictind dnbefedt in ahd" ©
people of God in Hebrew times, the life of Jesus, or . understanding of the spirituality of childhood that
the early church; others are parables i the teach- i underlies it. We all need space for play, imagina-
ing stories that Jesus used to communicate the  ©  {jon and wonder, and if we can create and sustain
Reign of God to his followers; still others relate to a community that offers that to our children, it will
the liturgical actions and seasons of the Church. i preathe fresh new life into our own spirituality.
The manner of bringing children into the room, . This can become a cornerstone of our vision of
forming the circle, getting ready, and hearing the :  quality education and spiritual formation programs
lesson all communicate that this is a safe and time- © for people of all ages.
less space where wonder, imagination, and play
are encouraged. . To make this work we need parents who will bring

_ _ their children to participate regularly enough for
After a time of wondering aloud together about the :  them to feel safe and familiar in the space. We
lesson, children will sometimes have time to do i also need adults and youth (not excluding, but not

their own creative owor ko, pdp&dyharénts)hio wil Brina Gomhuhi of
objects from todayds story,gody%laytdathlrs. 3 dnPdxdted abodt fi§ pos "

off the shelves to explore, using the art materials :  sibility, and am eager to support those who want to
provided in the room, or even cleaning the :  deepen their relationship with God by learning
spacefi they are supported to respond to the les- :  with and from our children.

son in a manner that encourages them to make Daniel +

sense of it and deepen their experience of it in
their own way. Because time will often be short,
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Shrove Tuesdagcake Supper

Tuesday, February 58130 p.m.

An All Saints FamilyTradition
~ fun for all ages!

~Maskmaking
~Pancake Races
~Talenbptional Talent Show
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