
W e know from experience how an object gets old 

and eventually falls apart.  When it was time to 

clean out the cabin that grandma and grandpa 

lived in, I brought home a potato masher that had belonged 

to my great -grandmother.  Andrea and I mashed lots of 

potatoes over the years with that simple tool, and it was fun to 

think of former family members, now deceased, using it in 

their day.  After we had used it for many years it weakened 

and, finally, broke.   

 

So it is with all things in the world: they change.  We might 

even say that change is a constancy of life.  When we are 

young, our bodies grow stronger, more agile, and gain skills 

through experience, but when we get oldéwell, we all know 

what happens to our bodies as they age.  

 

There is a change that leads to degeneration and death, but 

there is also positive change, that results in growth and 

transformation.  Gregory of Nyssa, one of the consummate 

Christian teachers of the Church, pointed out these two types 

of change.  Against the weight of common thought based on 

prevailing Greek philosophy, he taught that our goal is not 

static union with God in an imagined state of original 
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Childrenõs voices and babiesõ cries can 

once again be heard at the 10:30 Sunday 

liturgy.  It is a sweet and welcome sound! 

Parents are told that we have a nursery and 

that Godly Play is available for children ages 

three to eight, but that children are equally wel-

come to remain in the service.  Families are also 

encouraged to sit up front, so that the children 

can better see what is happening and thus be 

more engaged in the service.  

NEW WINE FOR NEW WINESKINS  
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innocence.  Change is not evil, as most people in 

Gregoryõs day assumed.   

 

Rather, Gregory taught that there is good change, 

change that moves us toward God.  He was fond of 

using a Pauline phrase that describes how we are 

transformed from glory to glory (2 Cor. 3:18).  

Gregory taught that Christian faithfulness results in 

continual growth in goodness.  He went so far as to 

tell us that perfection is continual progress and the 

perfect person is the one who is continually 

making progress.  He based this teaching on the 

fact that God is transcendent and has no limit.  

 

As you read about this teaching, some of you 

might be thinking of the collect in our prayer book 

in which we ask God to care for our departed 

loved ones by having them go from strength to 

strength in Godõs heavenly Kingdom.  This collect 

captures the essence of Gregoryõs teaching about 

good change.  

 

Stasis, at least from our perspective as created 

beings, does not exist.  Stasis is an illusion.  

Everything is changing: new mountains are being 

formed by tectonic forces and erupting lava, while 

other mountains grow old and their once broad, 

rugged shoulders become rounded.  We are 

waking to the fact that our overuse and misuse of 

Godõs creation threatens the life our earth sustains, 

as it undergoes negative change.   

 

The spiritual question we face is not whether we 

will change or not, but how are we changing.  Are 

we changing by growing deeper and maturing 

into the person God created us to become?  Are 

we changing from glory to glory in Godõs kingdom 

on earth?  Are we contributing to the building up 

of Godõs kingdom by loving our neighbor as our 

self? 

 

All Saints Day School experienced a turbulent time 

some years back.  Through an intentional process 

of renewing the schoolõs purpose and reclaiming 

its core values (a process managed by excellent 

leadership), the school emerged stronger and 

more effective.  In recent years, the parish has 

experienced a decline.  One parish member 

unconsciously reflected the fear caused by this 

decline when he stated to me that if we do not 

follow a sound financial strategy, the parish might 

not even be here in ten years.  His statement is not 

literally true, but certainly reflects the fear that 

results from watching a parish you love become 

brittle and tired.  

By the grace of God we have a new beginning, 

and we are already experiencing signs of good 

change.  The parish is following the school out of a 

season of anxiety into restored hope and vitality.  

One of the keys to the health of the parish is to take 

Gregoryõs teaching seriously and embrace 

change.  But not just any change, because some 

change is deadly, while other change brings new 

life.  

 

Holy Week and Easter (and more specifically the 

Triduum, which you will read more about in this 

Patter) reminds us to take responsibility for our 

own growth and maturity.  These holy days help us 

focus our change on God.  The resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead is the gift of Godõs new 

life.  This new life of resurrection can be 

symbolized by a spring, continuously welling up 

with life -giving water, cool, fresh, and good.  

 

We are the people of the resurrection, who also 

sacrifice ourselves out of love. In return, we are 

raised up by Godõs sustaining presence.  We will 

change from glory to glory as we follow the path of 

the Triduum, which is the way of the cross that 

leads to new life.  

 

           In Christ,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS THE TRIDUUM?  
 

My first Holy Week and Easter as your rector is 

quickly approaching, and I look forward to 

participating in these holy days with you.  The 

octave from Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday to 

Easter Day (March 16 to 23) marks a high point in 

the liturgical year.  Three of these eight days are 

defining moments for us and, because of their 

significance and interrelatedness, they have been 

given one name: The Triduum (literally, òthree 

daysó).  It would not be an exaggeration to say that 

as Christians within the Episcopal tradition, the 

Triduum defines who we are.  Before permitting 

the architect to begin designing the new church 

building in Lodi, we required him to attend the 

Great Vigil of Easter.  In hindsight, I wish we had 

required him to participate in the entire Triduum.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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The Triduum portrays one continuous story that 

begins with Jesus gathering the disciples for a 

meal immediately before his arrest.  The drama 

continues to unfold in the garden of Gethsemane, 

and then proceeds to Jesusõ trial and crucifixion.  

After the silence of death, it concludes with his 

incomprehensible and glorious resurrection.  

Given the seminal nature of this story, you can see 

how participating in this drama renews the 

purpose of our Christian lives.  

 

The Triduum begins with Maundy Thursday, 

extends through Good Friday, and concludes with 

the Great Vigil of Easter.  To tie the drama 

together, the congregation begins with a 

processional hymn on Maundy Thursday and 

concludes at the Vigil with a hymn and procession.  

In between, the congregation disperses and 

reassembles in silence.  

 

I urge you to participate in the Triduum: it is 

saturated with meaning which draws us more 

deeply into the mystery of Godõs faithfulness.  

Even though these liturgies can be renewing and 

transforming to us as individuals, we do not attend 

primarily for what we can get out of them.  The 

primary reason we offer these services is to glorify 

Christ.  Moreover, in addition to honoring God, we 

enact this sacred drama for the sake of those who 

will not attend.  For, if we truly had eyes to see, we 

would perceive how these liturgies transcend 

those of us assembled, by extending Christõs love 

out into the world.   

 

Growing up in a non -liturgical tradition, I vividly 

remember when the light of understanding came 

on and I appreciated the power and meaning of 

the Triduum.  Those of you who have walked the 

pilgrimsõ way from Maundy Thursday to the Great 

Vigil might remember such an instant of 

recognition.  Those of you who have not previously 

partaken of such a rich banquet will be amazed 

and richly fed.  

 

Of course, moving from the Sunday of the Passion: 

Palm Sunday (March 16) to the Sunday of the 

Resurrection: Easter Day (March 23) is glorious in 

and of itself.  Those who can attend only our 

Sunday services can expect, once again, to 

experience the profound love of God.  These two 

Sundays, in particular, make an excellent time to 

invite someone you know to attend All Saints.  

 

The Triduum provides extra layers of meaning for 

those who would like to enrich their spiritual lives.  

The amount of time you will spend on Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday and the Great Vigil 

approximates the amount of time people dedicate 

to the Super Bowl festivities, which gives a good 

perspective for choosing.  The glory of these days 

far surpasses any sports event and is much more 

richly rewarding.  

THE  TRIDUUM  AT  ALL  SAINTS  
 

M AUNDY  THURSDAY  
Noon    -   Institution of the Lordõs Supper  

7:00 pm - Jesusõ washing of the disciplesõ feet   

         (followed by the stripping of the altar)  

 

8:00pm, Thursday to 7:00pm, Friday -  

      Watch & Pray before the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

                             GOOD  FRIDAY  

    Noon to 3:00pm 

                          Observe the three  

          hours that Jesus  

          hung on the cross.  

 

           7:00pm - Prayer Book  

                            liturgy of Christõs     

                passion and death.  
 
   HOLY  SATURDAY  

  8:00pm - The Great Vigil of  

                   Easter: from the darkness  

                    of death to the mighty  

                    Resurrection (followed by  

                      the Easter Feast). 

 

 

 

SUNDAY  OF  THE 

RESURRECTION  
8:00am, 9:30am, 

11:00am, and 

5:30pm 

Easter Day  

 

 


